January Newsletter

MESSAGE FROM ELLEN

Happy New Year – welcome to 2022! The new year is a time to push a “reset” button and
make resolutions for a better life. It is a time for new beginnings. We have exciting things in
store for Forest Ridge in 2022, including the start of our inside remodeling and continuation
of Epoch II, our 4-story addition. I will be sure to begin regular construction updates once
we get dates sets and plans finalized. As always, I am counting on everyone to maintain your
good humor and patience when faced with the inevitable inconvenience we will face from
time to time!
Speaking of new beginnings, our bus driver, Steve Krantz, retired permanently from the
work world. You may recall when Steve joined our team four years ago, he had retired as an
ambulance driver, and the part-time gig at Forest Ridge fit into his plans up until now.
Steve’s wife, Cindy, has retired, and they plan to take their RV and do some cross-country
traveling. I’m so appreciative of Steve’s commitment and wish them both the best!
We are recruiting for a part-time bus driver - if you know of anyone with a CDL license who
is looking for a few days a week driving a GREAT group of residents, please refer them to
me!
I would like to ask everyone to please adhere to our mask wearing requirement when
outside your apartment. It is quite upsetting to many residents to see others without a mask
when in the hallways and our common areas. Regardless of what your opinion may be
about the efficacy of masks, it is a requirement of Forest Ridge and your compliance with
this simple requirement is important. Please wear a mask and inform your visitors they too
are to wear a mask when in our building (your apartment is the exception). We all need to
join together on this – please cooperate in the spirit of being a good neighbor to others.
I’m excited to see what Shelbi has in store for everyone in the next few months! She is going
to introduce some new activities. Please try them out and share your feedback.
After taking a few days off between Christmas and New Year’s Day I will return – see you all
next year!!!

A 'THANK YOU' TO OUR RESIDENTS
Forest Ridge would like to thank our residents for making the Holiday Season so
special! From the donated treats for our team’s Christmas party, to heartfelt
holiday cards, and even a friendly holiday greeting, it meant a lot to our team. We
could not do what we do without our residents, so we thank you again for your
kindness, and generosity!

Forest Ridge Community - Helpful Hints
Underground Parking
Parking in the garages is available to the residents at no additional charge - based upon
availability. The vehicle parked must be registered at our front desk, and have a parking tag
visible (usually hung from the rear-view mirror). Only vehicles registered to, and driven by
residents are allowed. Vehicles in handicapped parking spaces must have an appropriate
handicapped sign displayed either on the license plate, or on the review mirror. Temporary signs
that have expired do not qualify a vehicle for using a handicapped spot. Please be considerate of
our residents who need these limited spaces, and only request handicapped spot if necessary.
Non-running vehicles may not be stored anywhere on our property - including in underground or
surface parking spaces.
Residents must use their underground parking spot at all times - reserving outside surface
parking spots for visitors, service providers, prospective residents, vendors, etc.

Dog Waste

Toy Drive 2021

A friendly reminder to please pick up your
dog's waste. There are "doggy" stations
throughout the community outdoors with
waste bags as well as a trash can to make
picking up after your pet as convenient as
possible. Please do your part in keeping
the Forest Ridge community looking
beautiful by picking up after your pet.

Forest Ridge who like to thank those
who participated in Wimmer
Communities Toy Drive. Thanks to
you, we were a part of donating toys
to those who need it most!

Set Up AutoPay!
Did you ever have to rush to the front desk; realizing you forgot to pay your rent? Have you been asked to
rewrite your check because the writing isn't legible, or the amount is wrong? Why not set up autopay? You'll
never have to worry again about your rent getting paid correctly, and on time every month. There are two
easy options to set up autopay:
1. Check with your bank to see if they offer this service.
2. Set up autopay through the Wimmer Communities website via Rent Café. All we'll need is your email
address so that we can send you the information, which will guide you through the steps. In addition,
you can ask a trusted friend, or family member to help you, in addition to our own, Nanlee, from the
front desk!
Please talk with Shay about the options, and make your life a little easier with one less thing to worry about.

Forest Ridge Community - Reminders & Updates
Reminders
Please break down boxes when placing them in the recycling bins/room.
Review the winter weather notice that was sent in November, and ensure you are using your
underground parking spot exclusively to assist with efficient snow removal.
Some activities have a fee for participation, such as plays/admissions fees, so please be
prepared with your check when signing up for these activities at the front desk.
Rent is due on the 1st of the month - late fees begin if received on the 6th or later.
Gift certificates are available for purchase at the front desk for just about any service, and
amount! Whether it is for Dining, The Salon, the Country Store, or Handyman Service.. a gift
certificate is the perfect present any time of the year!
Two suggestion boxes are available for you to use to offer ideas for activities. One is located at
the front desk, and the other is in the mailroom in the Legacy Wing. Whether a suggestion for an
activity, or even a complain/concern, feel free to drop a note in the suggestion box. The note
can be anonymous, or signed. Signed is helpful so that we can follow up to further discuss your
issue, get further clarification , or let you know when something has been resolved.

Team Wii Bowling & Bingo Update
Team Wii Bowling is planned to resume on Monday, January 10th. We know everyone is looking
forward to the resumption of bowling, as are we, so we ask that you please follow mask
guidelines in order for bowling to continue. It is the responsibility of those who are participating
in Team Wii Bowling to wear their masks properly, and throughout the entire time they are
participating in bowling. The focus of bowling should be on having fun, so we again ask that you
please follow guidelines, and let the fun be at the forefront! The same goes for Bingo, which
resumed on Sunday, December 12th. We are looking forward to Bingo continuing as well, and
we therefore ask that you please also follow mask guidelines the entire time you are
participating in Bingo. We want everyone to have fun while being kind, and courteous to those
around you.

Package Delivery
For the month of January, Bruce will be delivering packages on limited days, which are:
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. If you can retrieve items that you have ordered
yourself, please continue to do so. Deliveries by Bruce will be fit in between bus
committments, so time is limited. For oversized/heavy packages, please plan to have
family, or others assist you if you make these types of purchases.

What to Look Out for at Forest Ridge
Country Store
Visit our convenient Country Store here at
Forest Ridge. Our Country Store is located on
the 1st floor where the Founders, Legacy,
and Millennium wings intersect. We offer
items such as bread, milk, soda, eggs, juice,
soup, microwaveable sandwiches, pizza, ice
cream, snacks, banana, etc... Soup day is
returning for the month of January!
Store Hours for January:
Mondays - 1:00p-1:45p
Tuesdays - 1:00p-1:45p
Wednesdays - 1:00p-1:45p
Thursdays - 12:30p-1:30p - Soup Day!
Fridays - 1:00p-1:45p
If you are interested in volunteering, we are
currently looking for volunteers to help bag
customers purchases. Training is provided!

Soup Day Updates
The 'Soup Lady' will resume soup
Thursdays on Thursday, January 6th in our
Country Store. The hours for Thursdays in
January will be 12:30p-1:30p.
We look forward to soup returning!

New Resident Tours
If you are a new resident, and are
interested in becoming familiar with where
activities are held here at Forest Ridge,
then this tour is for you! A monthly tour
for new residents is offered, so make sure
to check the calendar for a date, time, and
where to meet for the tour. This is a great
opportunity for a personal tour to "learn
the ropes!"

January Activity Highlights
Charmbiance - Paint Activity (sign-up/payment required) - New Activity!
Do you enjoy painting/crafts, and time with friends - all the while sipping on a cocktail
(or mocktail)? Then this activity is for you! Charmbiance is a wine bar, and art studio, just
around the corner from Forest Ridge. We will take a bus over, and each of us work on a
craft that a Charmbiance Instructor will guide us through - details soon to follow.
Men's Workshop (sign-up required) - New Activity!
Forest Ridge encourages the men in our community to join us for a Men's Workshop, in
which you'll work on a surprise project, and enjoy comradery.
Line Dancing - New Activity!
Chef Shelbi (sign-up required) - New Activity! - Come cook, or bake with Shelbi, and try out
some tasty treats!
January Birthday Party Celebration
Bingo at Greendale American Legion
Wine Down Wednesday & Thirsty Thursday Resume

More to Look Out for at Forest Ridge
January Restaurant Outings

January Entertainment/Education

**Honey Butter
Cafe
**Final Approach

**Dale Luedtke - January Birthdays
**Jill Hoven (Memory Care) - 'Eat a
Rainbow for Your Memory'

Writer's Club
Stories written by Forest Ridge residents are printed each month in the connection with the
publication of the monthly newsletter. Copies of each month's publications are available at the
following locations:
Dining Room - wall pocket by the announcements (bulletin)
Mailboxes - Epoch, Millennium, and Legacy wings
If you are inclined to express comments, or write your own experience/ideas, you're more than
welcome to do so, and can deliver them to Donna Gorrell:
W211 -or- dgorrell@stcloudstate.edu

Weekly Movies
We offer a new movie every Saturday, and Sunday in our Community Room, and Main Dining
Room- details below:
Saturdays - 2:30p & 6:30p: Community Room
Sundays - 6:30p - Main Dining Room
If you ever have a suggestion for a movie, please place the suggestion in the 'Suggestion Box,'
which is located at the Front Desk as well as another in the first floor Legacy Mail Room.

Forest Ridge Team & Community
Anniversaries

Forest Ridge Welcomes

Ellen Mutter - 5 years
Nanlee Her - 2 years
Tammy Burns - 10 years
James Jung - 20 years
Linda Van Dinter - 20 years
Thank you for your dedication to
Forest Ridge!

Kayla Christjohn - 3rd Shift Front Desk
Receptionist

Konoka Stick - 3rd Shift Front Desk
Receptionist (Too New for Photo)

New Residents - Welcome Home!

Please join us in welcoming the following new
residents to Forest Ridge! May your new life
here bring you happiness for many years!
Nancy Balistreri - E223
Julie Kasmarek - E325
Bridget Winston (transfer) - 126W
Arlene Davis (transfer) - E321

In Remembrance
Stephen West 130
Forest Ridge shares our
deepest condolences.

The Adventures of Forest Ridge
Resident Led Secret Santa

Giving Back
Residents at Forest Ridge handmade 312 pieces of clothing to give back to those in need!
193 Scarves - 100 Hats - 12 Scarf & Hat Sets - 7 Sets of Gloves

Saving Christmas
The Grinch tried to steal Christmas this year at Forest Ridge, but thanks to the brave souls who captured
him, Christmas was saved! They therefore won some goodies as a token of our appreciation.

A 'Thank You' from Shelbi - Lifestyles Coordinator
I'd like to start out by, first and foremost, thanking everyone here at Forest Ridge, both staff
and residents, for making my first month so incredibly welcoming! I've said it time, and time
again, and will continue to say just how great of an atmosphere there is at Forest Ridge. The
folks I've had the pleasure of meeting have brought me such joy, and my hope, as well as
goal, is to consistently return that joy.
From Tree Decorating:

To Nail Painting:

Crafts:

Decorating Christmas Cookies:

And a joyous Christmas Social:

No matter the activity, I have enjoyed being a part of the Forest Ridge Community, and I look
forward to all of the great things that we will do together in the future!
My husband, Joe, and fur babies, Loki (German Shepherd)/Finn (Mini Australian
Shepherd)/Ralphie (Guinea Pig), all know that my time away from them is well spent - making
a difference, and positive impact on others. That's why I chose this role to begin with... in this
life, it's important to me to do something that truly makes a difference, and brings happiness
to those around me. As soon as I learned what this role was all about, I knew I could
accomplish that here at Forest Ridge.
I'd like to say a huge thank you to everyone again, and look forward to getting to know you all
more over time. Here's to a new year filled with new experiences, and adventures!
Best Regards,
Shelbi Thomas

